
Islington Headteachers’ Public Statement 

A public statement by Headteachers in the London Borough of Islington.  

For many years, head teachers, school staff, governors and the education authority have worked 

tirelessly together to create high-quality provision across the borough which has resulted in 

excellent outcomes for children in Islington.  

An example of this is that in the last decade, the increase in the proportion of children reaching the 

expected standard for the core subjects at KS2 means that Islington (which is currently the 2nd 

most deprived borough in the country*) has gone from being 122nd out of 150 Local Authorities to 

currently being 39th, which puts Islington in the 29th percentile. 

We are writing to express our deep concerns that continued inadequate funding of schools will 

mean that we will not be able to sustain these successes. Instead, we strongly believe that these 

cuts will result in poorer outcomes for our children, and the same applies for schools across the 

country.  

Unfunded pay-rises, increased pensions and National Insurance contributions have already placed 

a significant strain on school budgets which have resulted in ‘educational efficiencies’ being made 

in schools across the country. 

The National Audit Office believes that without additional funding, the Islington family of schools 

will be forced to make cuts equivalent to approximately £15million by 2019/ 2020. That is a 

reduction of £711 per pupil and a loss of 400 teachers across our Islington schools alone.   

This will put our children’s education at risk. We need investment, not further cuts.  

What the Government states: 

1. The National Funding Formula will make the system fairer. 
2. That schools’ funding is now at a record level - more than £40bn this year 
3. There is significant scope for schools to make further efficiencies (£3 billion by 2020) 
 
What Headteachers state: 
 

1) The National Funding Formula will simply distribute inadequate funding in a different way 
2) School funding is insufficient – there are more pupils than ever before and schools across 

Islington have already made substantial cuts to provision  
3) There is no more scope for efficiencies without this having a significant and detrimental 

impact on children’s outcomes.  
 

What will continued underfunding and further cuts mean for your children? 

 Lower standards and not achieving their full potential 

 Less additional support for children who need it  

 Fewer opportunities for children to be involved in enrichment activities (trips, extended 

schools, extra-curricular, therapeutic support for children’s wellbeing and mental health, 

etc.) 

 Fewer resources  

 Less choice in school subjects 

 Larger class sizes 



 

For parents: 

 More limited before and after-school childcare and increased costs 

 Less support for families and parents 

 An expectation and pressure for parents to make regular, financial contributions to 

compensate for underfunding 

For staff: 

 Job losses – further staffing cuts and redundancies 

 Unsustainable, increased workload due to redundancies and job losses 

 Difficulty recruiting and retaining Headteachers and teachers 

 Demoralised work force 

Cuts are forcing us to do things which we know as professionals are not in the best interests of our 

children. This cannot continue and we cannot let this go unchallenged.  

What can you do to help: 

 Tell everyone in your community what is happening. Be vocal and share this information.  

 Challenge candidates on their party’s funding policy as they canvass in your 

neighbourhood, demanding that no school loses funding in real terms  

 Stand up for the high quality state education our children currently receive and deserve - 

see how at http://www.fairfundingforallschools.org/ 

 Look up the cuts to your school and sign the petition on www.schoolcuts.org.uk 

 Lobby your MP – by email or letter (see above websites for examples) to: 

o Increase school funding to compensate for unfunded, increased costs (NI, pension 

and staff costs) 

o Add further investment to create a truly fair national funding formula for ALL 

o Remove cost of Apprenticeship Levy to schools 

o Reinstate After School Childcare grant for extended school provision  

o Increase Pupil Premium Grant to mitigate for reduced eligibility due to welfare 

changes or create a more accurate measure of poverty so that disadvantaged 

children are appropriately funded 

*based on IDACI scores which looks at the proportion of households on certain benefits at postcode level  

For more information: 

National Audit Office assessment https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/ uploads/2016/12/Financialsustainability- 
of-schools.pdf 
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Headteachers and schools/ providers: 

 

Lynne Gavin – Pakeman Primary School  

Cassie Moss – Yerbury Primary School 

Abi Misselbrook-Lovejoy –Newington Green & Rotherfield Primary School 

Juliet Benis – Ambler Primary School & Children’s Centre 

Martin Scarborough – Tufnell Park Primary School 

Tina Oliva – St John Evangelist Catholic School 

Julie Keylock – Samuel Rhodes Primary School 

Felicity Djerehe – St Andrew’s CE Primary School 

Terri Higgins – Highbury Quadrant Primary School 

Jenny Lewis – Thornhill Primary School 

Sue Hamer – Vittoria Primary School 

Brian Welsh – St John’s Upper Holloway Primary School 

Ann Dwulit – St Luke’s CE Primary School & Moreland Primary School 

Fiona MacCorquodale – HoS St Luke’s CE Primary School 

Fiona Godfrey - Kate Greenaway Nursery School 

Mark Owen – Gillespie Primary School 

John Lane –Sacred Heart Catholic Primary& Christ the King Catholic Primary School 

Vicky Linsley – St Mary Magdalene Academy 

Genevieve Prayag – St Mary’s CE Primary School 

Greg Crawford – Pooles Park Primary School 

Gladys Berry – Highbury Fields Secondary School 

Damien Parrott – Drayton Park Primary School 

Clare Campbell – St Joan of Arc Catholic Primary School  

Lisa Horton – Hargrave Park Primary School 

Susan Service – Arts and Media School Islington 

Ruth Luzmore - St Mary Magdalene Primary Academy 



 

Dr Penny Barratt – The Bridge 

Deborah Shepherd - The Courtyard 
 
Nick Tait – Montem Primary School 
 
Nasrin Farahani – Tech City College 

Francis González - Richard Cloudesley School 

Clare Brown – Winton Primary School 

Ed Ashcroft - The Bridge Integrated Learning Space  
 
Jack Sloan – Hannover Primary School  
 
Nitsa Sergides – Grafton Primary School 
 
Patrick Mildren – Canonbury Primary School 
 
Martha Braithwaite – St Mark’s CE Primary School 
 
Michelle Bahn – Robert Blair Primary School 
 
Revd John Pearson-Hicks - St Jude and St Paul's CE VA Primary School 

Amardeep Panesar - Copenhagen Primary School 

Jo Dibb – Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Secondary School 

Romy Hoster - HoS Christ the King Catholic Primary School 

John Dixon – Holloway Secondary School 

Clare McFlynn - St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Andrew Boyes - Prior Weston Primary School & Children's Centre  

Nicola Percy – New North Academy 

Nicole Haynes – Mount Carmel Catholic College for Girls 

Norah Flatley – Blessed Sacrament Primary School 

Neil Richardson – St John’s Highbury Vale CE Primary School 

Barry O’Shea – Duncombe Primary School     

 

Schools need adequate funding, not further cuts. 


